
MR. BENNETT: Thank you. Bruce Springstein likes to say, "Nobody wins
unless we all do." We need to take this conversation up a level. Today's
been a fascinating day. I've really appreciated the respectfulness from
everybody from both sides. We've had good conversation. I've learned a
lot. I really understand much better now the issues facing coal mining
country. I understand the benefits that the coal mines bring to the
communities in which they operate and the whole sense of community that
is really embodied by these conversations today, but let's step back. Let's
look at this from 30,000 feet. I'm not a scientist, but the scientists tell us,
without question, climate change is upon us and that the burning of fossil
fuels has a role to play in that. Secretary Jewell has been very clear that
we're not going to change this tomorrow. This is not cease coal mining
today and move to something else tomorrow, but we need to be moving in
that direction. And the thing that is very difficult is that here in Utah, we
don't have that vision. The elected officials, representatives that you heard
from this morning simply focused at ground level, simply focused on the
incredible economic driver that coal really is. And I understand that and I
understand the benefits of low electricity, but we need to take this
conversation to a higher level. We need to look at the long-term impacts.
We need to start planning for what happens when we need to change. We
can't just simply continue down the same path that we've been down. We
can't continue to just simply rely upon the wonderful benefits -- the
economic driving benefits that the coal industry brings Utah today and think
that's going to continue for our children and our children's children. We
need to look at doing things differently. And that starts by looking at and
starting to embody the whole goal of renewable energy. Yes, there are
problems with that industry. It's going to take a while to get it off the ground,
but it behooves all of us to move into that direction. It truly is renewable that
will allow us to capture the power of the sun and to be able to live our lives
without interruption. We don't want to wait until Florida is underwater, we
don't want to wait until climate change is truly upon us. We need to listen to
the scientists and it starts here in this room. This is the room where it
happens. This is the room where the conversation such as we've had today
-- we get to a meeting of the mind so that we can -- in using a quote that we
really need to focus upon from the smash Broadway hit "Hamilton," there's
a song in that play that says, "History has its eyes on you." History has its



eyes on us and we need to do the right thing for our children and our future
generations. Thank you very much.


